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Presidents Report — October 2024

We are now fast approaching one of our busiest times
with The Kapiti Arts Trail (2/3 - 9/10 November) just
over a month away, followed by the Christmas break
and then our fundraiser, the Festival of Pots and
Garden Art (20 - 25th January).

This year our Tote Modern has hosted some wonderful
exhibitions, and | had a sneak peek at the upcoming
Clare Botha and Lorna Tawhiti exhibition - it looks
fantastic! After this, we will feature Kapiti Arts Trail
exhibitors, and our Christmas exhibition will showcase
work from our adult classes from throughout the year.
A big thank you to Paula and her team for providing a
space where we can not only appreciate beautiful
artwork but also a place where we can sell our own
creations in a gallery that we can be proud of.

You will have seen the amazing creations that came
out of the Jane McCulla workshops. The workshops
sounded (literally!) like a lot of fun and lots of
interesting techniques shared.

Childrens workshops will be running through the
holidays. Please be mindful of these and help where
you can if required.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Date: November 17

Time: 3:30 PM

Our last members meeting was well received, and all
who attended seemed to appreciate the informal
gathering for sharing suggestions and discussing club
matters. We have decided to hold another meeting,
followed by a Christmas gathering starting at 5:30pm
(or whenever the meeting ends). Fee has generously
offered to prepare some paellas - perhaps we ought
to make it a Spanish theme! More details to come
and we look forward to seeing you there.

Garden Update
Emily and Mary have begun work on the triangle
garden, planting natives and tidying up the space.




GUY BAKER
Glazing process used for above vase.

The clay is Feeney’s White Raku. He built the vase, and then
applied thick uncoloured slip to the body using his fingers,
and then, on the top of the vase he applied a coloured slip
made using a “US Pigment Inclusion Stain” called “Blood Red.”
Inclusion stains are different to ordinary Mason Stains, in that
they retain their bright colours at Cone 10. They do not sell
these in NZ, so you will need to buy them yourself from US
Pigment. Then the vase was bisque fired. He then applied the
club Copper Carbonate wash to the body, and sponged it off.
Club Tin White glaze for the body, and club Bright Red glaze
for the top, and that was it. The red slip was designed to
reinforce the Bright Red glaze. Also one final item, on the
very top 1cm of the mouth of the vase, a single coat of an
over glaze called Strontium

I've spoken with the OMRC about the possibility of
expanding the garden to encompass the entire
triangle area — grassed area. They are supportive,

but we will need a design plan for their approval.

If you have landscape architecture skills and would
like to collaborate with Emily and Mary, please contact
Emily at emilyf@xtra.co.nz. Any help in the garden is
also welcomed!

Acknowledgements

Trevor and Michael: Thank you for your countless
hours spent in the East and West wing storage areas.
Neinke: A big thank you for drafting our privacy policy,
which will be available on our website, included in our
rules, and will help update our membership form.
Mark Keown: Thanks for overseeing our equipment
and help advising on upgrading our spray equipment.
A new, quieter compressor is on the way!

Rob: For organizing the concreting of the entry door,
clay room, and recycling area - great job despite the
budget stress for our treasurer!

Kath: For securing funding from TePapa Helping
Hands for new flags for the Tote Modern and for the
successful creative communities grant for our "Have a
Go" program at FOPS.

Special thanks to everyone who helped cut and stitch
towels; we appreciate your efforts! To reduce laundry,
please bring your own towel moving forward.

SPCA Event

Kudos to everyone who participated in the “Make a
Pet Bowl” event for the SPCA. There’s still plenty of
clay available for those who want to contribute.
Thank you, Clare, for running this event ...and on
your birthday - Happy Birthday!

To those of you who as part of a team continue to
make our club work so well many many thanks.

Social Team - we have had some incredible social
days and last Sunday the team organised a get-
together for our new members. It was lovely to meet
and have a chat. And the food!!

Volunteers Needed

The Education team could use some helping hands

at the start and end of terms. Riteria, our fantastic
cleaner, does a great job, but there are tasks that need
additional support. If you can assist, please contact
Frederick at OPCeducationmanager@gmail.com.
We’re implementing a new enroliment system to
streamline processes for 2025, which will also benefit
all our events.

We are still seeking a Rooms Manager to oversee
our wonderful team. If you're interested, we’d love to
discuss this role with you.



Amazing Glazing — A huge shoutout to Frederick Church
for leading a fantastic session on glazing practices!

—

Mug Madness - A big thank you to everyone who came along to create mugs for our club kitchen! These handcrafted beauties
will start making their appearance in the draws over the coming month. If you haven’t yet, please consider adding one of your
own creations to the collection—just add the date and "OPC Kitchen" on your mug, be conscious of the size. We'd love to see it!

We had a fantastic start to the OPC SPCA community project at Club Day on Sunday!
Thank you to those who made some adorable pet bowls. If you would like to participate
in this initiative to create handcrafted bowls for pets, with all proceeds supporting the
SPCA. If you were unable to come on the club night on the 2nd Oct, you can still make
your bowl independently. Botpots sponsored clay and instructions are available in the
members' clubrooms on the benches outside the classrooms.

Look for the plastic container with clay and stamps. Firing and glazes donated by OPC.
Please ensure your bowls are completed and ready for handover by 24th November.

These bowls will be sold to new pet owners, with 100% of the proceeds supporting the
SPCA's important work!




OPC Bird Feeder Challenge — A Fun Afternoon!
On Saturday, 7th September, over 30 people

joined us for a delightful Devonshire-style tea with
fresh scones, jam, and cream. Fine china cups
sparked lively conversations about family heirlooms
and the origins of the china. The competition
featured 14 bird feeders, judged by Irene &Terry
Parminter, keen conservationists and bird lovers.

Janet McDonagh’s design won Supreme Prize
for its sugar water holder, ease of cleaning, and
bird-friendly rim — accepted by her sister Sue as
Janet was injured. Graham Rocket’s creative tyre
swing feeder took home the Member’s Choice,
while Sarah Harper won Novice Prize for her
beautiful two-leaf creation. Rod Graham’s clever
use of copper wire and rope to hold an apple won
him the Originality Award. Spot prizes went to
Amanda Wood for her playful dinosaur feeder,
Tracey Riley for her hand-painted birdhouse, and
Stephanie Tidman for her vibrant transfer designs.

A big thank you to Harrison’s Garden Centre and
Hammer Hardware for their generous sponsorship!

HAKRISONS

GARDENWORLD

Candle Holders, followed by
pizza and a team quiz on Friday, 11th October.

This does not need to be a candle stick, but any
creation that can hold a candle. Hand, wheel and
slab techniques can all be used. We look forward
to this fun club social event, to be held at 6pm on
Friday 11th October with pizzas for tea, followed
by a fun team quiz. Sign up in the club kitchen!




Administrative Help

We’re also looking for volunteers with admin skills.
Please contact Stephanie at otakipotterymembership
@gmail.com if you can assist. We need to clean out
our ‘drive’ and prepare for re-registration with the
Companies Office, items of which will require member
approval at the next AGM.

We need to have completed this and registered
before 2026.

Driveway Update
Taylors should be finishing our driveway in the coming
weeks.

We heard a lovely story from Graham at the

new members meeting about the origins of the word
"Potholes”. Pottery makers in 15th and 16th century
England would take advantage of the ruts that wagon
and coach wheels gouged into roads. Anxious for a
cheap and easy to source raw materials for making
clay pots, the potters would dig into the deep ruts to
reach clay deposits underneath. Teamsters driving
wagons and coaches over those roads knew who
and what caused these holes and referred to them as
“potters - holes which then became potholes.”

Who knew!!

Enjoy the sunshine.

Guitlin



Management Committee
President Caitlin Taylor
presidentotakipottery@gmail.com

021 390 888 | 06 364 2191

Vice President Sue Wilson
29kakaroad@gmail.com | 04 293 8187
Members Representative Sue Wilson
Secretary Jennie Butler
otakipotteryclub@gmail.com

Teams Representative Rob Young
robyoungsmail@gmail.com
Education Frederick Church
opceducationmanager@gmail.com
Health & Safety - Dean Lewin
healthandsafetyopc@gmail.com
Minute Taker Vacant

Marketing Kylie Van Dyke
marketingotakipottery@gmail.com
Social & Fundraising - Katherine Joyce-Kellaway
Treasurer Karen Te Wao
treasurerotakipottery@gmail.com

Administration Team

CLASSES Adult Anna Ruddings
Children/Youth Paula Archibald

CLAY Lynne Corkin

CLAY RECYCLING Gemma Ball

CLEANING BEES Jojo Hare

COUNSELLING Joanna Tennant

EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE Mark Keown

EVENTS Sue Wilson

GALLERY Paula Archibald

GLAZES Rod Graham

WEBSITE Kylie Van Dyke

KILNS Rod Graham

LIBRARY Kaye Stead

MAINTENANCE Rob Young

MEMBERSHIP Stephanie Tidman

NEWSLETTER Lyndele MacDermaid

ORIENTATION Kathryn Lim / Stephanie Tidman

ROOMS Manager Needed

SOCIAL MEDIA Wendi Lindsay

WORKSHOPS Adult Clare Botha

Children/Youth Derryn Robson

TOTE MODERN
GALLERY OPENING

This months exhibitors

Potter: Clare Botha
Artist: Lorna Tawhiti

MEMBERS
NOTICE BOARD

New Members:

Welcome to Nina King, Shiree Palmer, Louise
Gall, Anthony Baker, Debs Tobin, Daryl Graham
and Toni Griffiths

Sunday Club Day 10am -12pm

Wednesday Social Evenings
(sometimes there is a treat!)

Thursday 17 October - 6pm
Committee Meeting

Last Committee Meeting & Xmas Gathering
Date: November 17

Time: 3:30 PM

Meeting, followed by a Christmas gathering starting
at 5:30pm (or whenever the meeting ends). Fee has
generously offered to prepare some paellas -
perhaps we ought to make it a Spanish theme!
More details to come and we look forward to seeing
you there.

Teams: - What team are you involved with?

If you are not sure how to go about joining a team,
please contact Rob young -
teamleadopc@gmail.com.

Belonging to a team is a great way to feel part of
your club. You can put in as much time as you are
able and we are grateful to all of you who do. As

a volunteer organisation we can only offer what we
do with the help of all our fantastic volunteers

Ice cream containers - always needed.
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