Update from President.

Whew! Here we are, well past the shortest day after
what felt like the longest month.

STARGLAZE 20/21 June — what an amazing event!
The morning began with a beautiful dawn ceremony
led by Ricki Baker, acknowledging Matariki. It was a
very special way to open the celebration. The
exhibition was then blessed ahead of the official
opening, adding even more significance to the
occasion.

We were thrilled to welcome Mayor Janet Holborow,
Rosie Sallis, and Martin Halliday from the Kapiti Coast
District Council. In her speech, Mayor Holborow
referred to our community as a constellation — how
neat is that?

Following the opening, Tracey Savage from Kelly & Co.
presented the awards. A big thank you to Kelly & Co.,
who sponsored the Supreme Matariki Award, and to
Botpots, who generously sponsored the Emerging
Artist Award.

After the formalities, we moved to the rooms for a
delicious breakfast prepared by Paula and her amazing
team of volunteers — thank you, Paula!

We tempted the rain gods with a bridge built by the
fantastic Shed Project... and guess what? It didn’t rain!
The bridge will remain in place for now while the
situation is being managed by Otaki Maori Racing Club
(OMRC).

A huge thank you to everyone who put their time,
energy, and heart into making StarGlaze such a magical
event.

AGM Wrap-Up
The following weekend, we held our Annual General
Meeting—29 June, which had a great turnout and a
very positive atmosphere.
We welcomed some new committee members and
farewelled others:
e Katherine Joyce Kellaway and Jennie Butler are
stepping back to focus on other aspects of life. We
thank them sincerely for their valued contribution to
the club’s management.
e Susan Williams, who has been taking our minutes,




is now officially on the committee, along with Peri Te
Wao. These two will share the Secretary role.

We also welcomed our new Administrator, Anna
Rudings. This role is evolving, and for now, Susan, Peri,
and Anna will work together to prioritise tasks and clarify
responsibilities. Anna will be your point of contact for all
matters you’d like the committee to consider (although
the suggestion box and the committee remain available
too). Anna is also happy to help with any queries you may
have.

The committee has had a particularly demanding year,
and it’s been tough to keep up with the many requests
that come through. With Anna on board, we look forward
to a more efficient and responsive operation.

SYSTEMS UPDATE
We're making great strides with some new systems:
e Our new sales system, trialled during StarGlaze, was a
real success —no more time-consuming data entry
(thanks again, Annal).
e The digital kiln account system is now live via the club
tablet. It may take a little getting used to, but it's pretty
straightforward once you're familiar with the steps.
e Clay purchases are now available online — don’t forget
to enter your member discount code.

WORK LABELLING— Change
At the AGM, it was agreed that all work must now display
the member’s number visibly.
With so many logos and marks in use, identifying pieces
has become difficult and time-consuming.
We understand that not everyone is thrilled about adding
a number to their work. If you own a Dremel, you can
easily sand the number off when cleaning the bottom of
your pots. The kiln team is also looking into alternative
solutions and is happy to hear your suggestions.

HELP NEEDED — Can You Assist?
We have a few roles that urgently need filling:
e Newsletter Editor: Thank you to Lyndele for her many
years of beautiful newsletters! We’re now looking for
someone to take over this important role.
e Rooms Manager: It's disappointing that no one has
come forward yet. This has fallen back to the already
stretched management team. If you’re interested or want
to learn more, please talk to Anna.
e Classroom Sumps: We need two people to clean the

classroom sumps once a month.

To express interest or ask questions about any of these
roles, please email: otakipotteryclub@gmail.com

Festival of Pots 2026 — Early Planning Begins!

We're taking the first steps toward organising our main
annual fundraiser — the Festival of Pots 2026.If you're
interested in managing a team or helping out in any way,
please get in touch: otakipotteryclub@gmail.com




Our Teams

Management Committee
President Caitlin Taylor
presidentotakipottery@gmail.com
Vice President Sue Wilson
29kakaroad@gmail.com
Secretary’s Susan Williams, Peri TeWao
Treasurer Karen Te Wao
treasurerotakipottery@gmail.com
Education Frederick Church
opceducationmanager@gmail.com
Teams Representative Rob young
teamleadOPC@gmail.com

Health & Safety Dean Lewin
Healthandsafetyopc@gmail.com
Marketing Kylie Van Dyke
marketingotakipottery@gmail.com

Administration Team
ADMINISTRATOR Anna Rudings
CLASSES Adult Anna Rudings
Children/Youth Paula Archibald

CLAY Raelene Lord
CLAY RECYCLING Gemma Ball
CLEANING BEE Jojo Hare
COMPLAINTS RESOLUTION Joanna Tennant
EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE Mark Keown
EVENTS Sue Wilson
GALLERY Paula Archibald
GLAZES Rod Graham
KILNS Electric Rod Graham

Gas Neil Hey

Raku Shona Sheriff
LIBRARY Kaye Stead
MAINTENANCE Rob Young
NEWSLETTER - Vacant
ORIENTATION Kathryn Lim / Stephanie Tidman
ROOMS - Vacant
SOCIAL MEDIA Wendi Lyndsay
WEBSITE Kylie Van Dyke
WORKSHOPS Adult Clare Botha

Children/Youth Holiday Amanda Wood

July exhibitors: Club - Flame Fired - Pottery
Deidra Sullivan -Photographer

August exhibitors: Club - Table ware - Pottery
Mary Armour - Artist

MEMBERS
NOTICE BOARD

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:

May Hastings (welcome back),
Keely Macnamara, Gail Hansen, Jan
-Maree Brown, Courtney Rodgers,
Lorraine Carryer, Karin McCombe-
Jones

NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING
17th July épm.

HELP NEEDED

Please consider taking on one of
these roles.

*  Newsletter Editor

*  Rooms Manager

*  Classroom Sumps

GAS FIRING:

Next Gas firing date:

- 9th August 7.45am

Pots on shelf by 7th August S5pm.

TOTE MODERN:
you are invited o exhibit in the
Tote Modern August Exhibition

theme “"Tableware"

Saturday 19th July
Cleaning Bee 10am







